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One of the most common symposium formats in this news-
letter has been discussion of a newly published book of inter-
est to the QMMR membership. The current issue introduces
an adaptation of this recurrent format with the appearance of
our first multi-book symposium. The symposium “A New Wave
of Qualitative Methodology” draws together into one discus-
sion the authors of five recently published books: Gary Goertz
and James Mahoney, A Tale of Two Cultures: Qualitative and
Quantitative Research in the Social Sciences (Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2012); Derek Beach and Rasmus Brun Pedersen,
Process-Tracing Methods: Foundations and Guidelines (Uni-
versity of Michigan Press, 2013); Carsten Q. Schneider and
Claudius Wagemann, Set-Theoretic Methods for the Social
Sciences: A Guide to Qualitative Comparative Analysis (Cam-
bridge University Press, 2012); Joachim Blatter and Markus
Haverland, Designing Case Studies: Explanatory Approaches
in Small-N Research (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012); and Ingo
Rohlfing, Case Studies and Causal Inference: An Integrative
Framework (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012). The symposium
evolved from an initially planned single-book symposium, and
I would like to thank Gary Goertz and James Mahoney for so
warmly welcoming the adaptation of the intended discussion
of their A Tale of Two Cultures into the multi-book discussion
that appears here. Finally, I would like to thank Joachim Blatter
for his assistance in suggesting just how this discussion might
be organized. The symposium has ended up organized as fol-
lows: it begins with three focused commentaries on Goertz and
Mahoney’s book from other authors, next turns to general
commentaries from Rohlfing and from Goertz and Mahoney
that reach across all the books, and then closes with a round of
responses to issues raised in the commentaries.
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